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Dr. Philip Satterthwaite  
Principal of BGST and Lecturer in Old Testament, Biblical Hebrew 
& Hermeneutics. 

Inside This 
ISSUE 2015 - 2 

Dear Friends, 
 

The theme of vision has been much on our minds of late. Speaking at BGST 
Chapel on 14th January, I turned to Rev. 1:1-8. I was struck by WƻƘƴΩǎ clear 
vision of spiritual realities in these verses. For John it was utterly clear that 
God is sovereign, the one ΨǿƘƻ is and who was and who is to ŎƻƳŜΩ (vv. 4, 
8); that Jesus has been raised from the dead and is now ΨǊǳƭŜǊ of the kings 
of the ŜŀǊǘƘΩ (v. 5); that he has freed his people from their sins by his 
death on the cross, and given us the high calling of being a kingdom of 
priests, serving our God (v. 6); that Jesus will come again to finish the work 
he began during his earthly ministry (v. 7). These were the truths which 
filled WƻƘƴΩǎ vision, which he puts centre stage at the beginning of the 
Book of Revelation. My challenge was: do these truths similarly fill our 
vision as we look at the world around us, and as we carry out our daily 
work at BGST? 

And then, earlier this month, we held a time of prayer regarding our work 
plan for the coming academic year (starting in July). We have, of course, 
drawn up work plans before, but it has been some time, I believe, since we 
have specifically prayed for DƻŘΩǎ guidance like this. The theme of our 
prayers (based on Mark 8:22-26) was that God would help us to see more 
clearly how to implement our vision (that word again!) of bringing 
theological education to the whole people of God. 

We shall have more such times of prayer. Will you also pray for us during 
these next months that God will give us a clear vision of what he is calling 
us to do? 

The Lord bless you. 
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Rev Dr Tan Soo-Inn 

Rev Dr Tan Soo- Inn  
He is the director of Graceworks, a ministry committed to promoting spiritual friendship in church 
and society. He has a BDS from the University of Singapore, a ThM (NT) from Regent College, and 
a DMin from Fuller seminary.  He has served as the lead pastor of two churches and as the 
executive leader of a major para-church ministry. He is now the teaching pastor of Evangel 
Christian Church. His passions include connecting the Word of God to the struggles of daily life, 
and the mentoring of emerging leaders.  

 There was once when I had a terrible toothache. 
I was in Kuala Lumpur for ministry. God was 
merciful and the toothache started only after I 
had finished most of what I needed to do. I 
messaged my dentist in Singapore, a brother in 
Christ and a dental school class mate (yes, in my 
first life I was a dentist). He voiced his concern 
and asked me to see him as soon as I got back. 

The pain was bad. One of my lower molars had 
given up the ghost. When I got back to Singapore 
I went straight to the dental clinic. My friend took 
a look and called in the endodontist (root canal 
therapy specialist) on his team. She was a few 
years my junior in dental school and a sister in 
Christ. She went to work and by the afternoon 
the crisis was over. I was so grateful that my 
dental friends attended to me with compassion 
and competence. I was so glad that my dental 
friends did not see their dental work as 
something second-class to what they did in 
church. They served in their respective churches. 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
work. 

I have heard some Christian dentists say that they 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘǊȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ άǊŜŀƭ 
ǿƻǊƪέ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ όL ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
similar sentiments expressed by believers in 
other occupations as well.) I am sure they were 
passionate and effective in their evangelism, 
Sunday School teaching or whatever church-
related ministry they were doing. I was just 
aghast that they saw their daily work as having no 
intrinsic value apart from putting food on the 
table. 

One of the purposes of worƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ άǇǳǘ ŦƻƻŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

stopped work and became free loaders in view of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ τ άCƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
were with you, we gave you this rule: Anyone who 
is unwilling to work shall not eat.έ όн 
Thessalonians 3:10 NIV) 

However I have come across many Christians who 
believe that only certain types of work, in 
particular only church related work, has spiritual 
value in addition to their capacity to put food on 
the table. This division of life and work into 
spiritual and non-spiritual compartments is very 
wide spread in the evangelical communities 
where I hang out. This duality in viewing life and 
work shows a serious misreading of the 
Scriptures and ends with an approach to life that 
does not give proper respect to God and His 
purposes. 

R. Paul Stevens is one of a number of scholars 
who have tried to correct this erroneous way of 
looking at life and work. In his book, The Other 
Six Days (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), he 
writes: 

The Bible opens with God working 
speaking, fashioning, designing, crafting, 
sculpting. God makes light, matter, space, time, 
sea and land, and most beautiful of all human 
ōŜƛƴƎǎΧ The Bible also commences with a parallel 
vision. Human beings are made in DƻŘΩǎ image 
and are commissioned to άǿƻǊƪ (the garden) and 
take care of ƛǘέ (Genesis нΥмрύΧ We take care of 
the world in spectacular ways (town planning, 
serving in parliament or congress, sending a 
rocket to space, and splicing a gene) as well as 
the most mundane (collecting the rubbish, 
keeping financial accounts, putting a meal on the 
table and selling paint). (113-114) 
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Stevens goes on to defend the intrinsic spiritual 
value of all legitimate work: 

Work has extrinsic value: it is good for what it 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ όƳƻƴŜȅΣ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜǘŎΦύ 
Work also has intrinsic value: it is good in itself. 
Mostly, pastoral ministry and people-helping 
professions are seen as having both intrinsic and 
extrinsic value. Are ordinary occupations 
intrinsically valuable? Certainly those engaged in 
providing goods and services that seem to have 
less intrinsic value and durability will require an 
occupational conversion to view their work as 
ƘƻƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ άƛǘΩǎ 
ƎƻƻŘΦέ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻt invest meaning in 
a task, does not socially reinforce it, we must 
regard this task as God does τ as part of making 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ 
us, good for the world and good for God. (124) 

Ironically, those who view church related work as 
more spiritual may think that they are pursuing 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
into material and spiritual, and their championing 
of the spiritual over the material, has more in 
common with Greek and Hindu philosophy than 
the teachings of the Bible. The God of the Bible is 
not anti matter. He created it and He will redeem 
it. 

In his reflections on work in the new heaven and 
the new earth, Darrell Cosden reminds us that 
Christ was resurrected with a body. Cosden 
points out that the New Testament writers: 

ΧaŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀ 
pattern, a principle that through his body he is 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŘ Χ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ultimately transform evil, neutral, and good 
aspects ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ Χ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΧ ό¢ƘŜ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ 
Good of Earthly Work, Peabody: Hendrickson, 
2006, 59) 

In other words, our daily work will also be 
transformed and find a place in the new heaven 

and new earth. We have every reason than to 
Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ: 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, 24 since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does 
wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is 
no favouritism. (Colossians 3: 23b ς 25 NIV). 

Here Paul is not talking about church related 
work. He is talking about work in general and 
clearly he understands that work done this side 
of heaven has implications for the life to come. 

The Bible is utterly clear as to the importance of 
evangelism and of making disciples. Human kind 
is lost in sin and the only cure is the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Indeed, sharing the gospel through 
life and word is so important that all followers of 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ hǳǊ ά{ǳƴŘŀȅέ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ǎƻ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ άaƻƴŘŀȅέ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

I am so grateful that my dentist friends saw their 
Monday work as important too, and as real as all 
ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜΣ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƻƻǘƘŀŎƘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǘƻƻǘƘŀŎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ōǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
theology. 

 

Rev Dr Tan Soo-Inn, Adjunct Lecturer, BGST. 

An earlier version of this article was published 
online by Graceworks in August 18, 2008. 



 

ALUMNI NEWS 

Ms. Alvina Ng 
Cum Laude, MCS 2008 

My first training was in social work but it took me a 
good 12 years of gallivanting before I come full 
circle and return to this field. And when I returned, 
it was with a heart of thanksgiving, for God had 
prepared me in the intervening years through life's 
lemons for content shared in the counseling room, 
and granted me a deep realization that my heart 
was uniquely formed for this vocation and not 
something else. This might sound exclusive, but... 
not really. It's just a kind of coming of age, perhaps 
a delayed identity crisis. In any case, let me start my 
story before I lose you. 

 
My journey with BGST began when I was an NUS 
social work student in 1998 and I took Greek under 
Dr Quek. I remembered him explaining the ethos of 
BGST - to equip the lay people so that we could 
serve with effectiveness whether we were in the 
marketplace or in church. At that time, I was 
struggling as I had just come across the idea of full-
time ministry, having done a bible study on the 
eternity of time and how one should spend time 
pursuing things with eternal value. I was pondering 
if I was to go into full-time ministry or to go into 
social work after graduation. One issue I wrestled 
with was I could not proselytize as a social worker. 
Another was, should I see social work as a platform 
for me to get to know people so that I could 
eventually preach the gospel, or was it a good work 
in itself, a blessing from God to people? 
 
The first issue was resolved by joining a Christian 
organization that allowed open sharing of the faith. 
The conclusion to the second was more layered - 
social work is definitely a good work in and of itself, 
and as and when the opportunity arises, I would 
share the good news. However, I would not 
intentionally employ it as a means to an end, as 
that would be unethical, taking advantage of the 
vulnerable position the clients are in. Moreover, we 

should approach people with no strings attached. 
Otherwise, our love is tainted and conditional. Does 
this mean the Christian faith is being reduced to a 
social gospel? I don't think so; we are pleasing God 
and serving people well when we do our jobs with 
excellence, adhering to our Code of Ethics to the 
best of our ability. 
 
The second thing that Dr Quek shared was that 
BGST sought to develop in us a biblical worldview, 
such that we could theologize and view both life 
and everyday situations through this biblical lens. It 
was only in 2006 after I left teaching that I came 
back to BGST. The impression that God wanted me 
in full-time ministry led me to study at that point 
and though it would have been easier to choose 
other schools, I felt God's leading to return to BGST. 
Though it was tough, I am thankful I made this 
choice. I shall elaborate using the acronym, POP. 
 
Firstly, I am grateful for the personal growth God 
gave me in my 6 years in BGST. I have had my fair 
share of life's trials and my faith had taken a 
beating. Thank God for theological modules which 
rebuilt my foundation in the biblical doctrines and 
thereby God's character. After developing the 
Christian worldview Dr Quek had spoken of, I am 
now better able to look at life and situations 
through this lens and with this anchor. For instance, 
when illness strikes, I am no longer shaken like 
before but am now able to face it upfront, trusting 
that God in His timing will work out what is best, 
whether that includes healing or not. 

Secondly, entering BGST was an act of obedience 
despite my feelings. I had my apprehensions as part 
of me felt I should work to save up first. But the 
leading to study was so clear that I took the step 
without knowing how the funds would come in. 
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And God was faithful to provide - He gave me jobs 
to do, classmates who shared their textbooks with 
me, my mother who cooked my meals to save cost 
and even colleagues who offered book discounts 
to me. When one job ended, God provided 
another, and more. Indeed, it was in these 6 years 
that I saw how God guided me one step at a time, 
and provided for me each step of the way, and I 
can testify with all my heart that He is faithful, He 
does not fail. 
 
Thirdly, as my heart came home to social work, I 
realized what I began in my honours year had now 
an opportunity to continue in BGST. Back then, I 
sought to understand what Christian counselling 
is, as there are two extremes of viewing it as well 
as a more balanced one. Taking the MCS meant 
that I had the chance to lay the foundation right 
for my understanding of theology, and with that, 
to better integrate it with my vocation.  
 
For instance, as I reflect theologically on my 
profession, having a biblical understanding of pain 
and suffering as being limited to earth and 
instrumental to moulding of character, brings 
forth a hope that resides in the future and imbues 
the suffering with purpose. In addition, heaven 
promises a new body without pain and a new 
existence without tears. To people who have 
physical or even mental illness, this is such a 
precious assurance to hold on to! There is hope 
that their suffering has an end point and will pass 
away. To look forward to a time where there is no 
mourning can only mean that all sadness will be 
taken away, and surely that can only bring 
sunshine and smiles! 
 
Hence, guided by the biblical worldview that Dr 
Quek has intended to develop in founding BGST, I 
am enabled to see my work, my clients and the 
situations they present with differently. 
 
Not only that, it also implies that some of the 
counselling theories will have to be challenged at 
their premises or presuppositions level, as the 
underlying philosophical understanding is different 
from the biblical understanding. For this, more in-
depth reflection would be required before one 
dares to comment :) My next challenge to myself 
is to figure out for each theory what fits and what 
doesn't with the biblical worldview, and therefore 
what to use and what not to, with which clientele 

and for what counselling goal.  
 
For instance, with a believer, the goal is more 
related to discipleship, i.e. How can the person 
respond to the Lordship of Christ in that situation. 
A person who has been in debt can be reminded to 
make repayment in view of being a good witness to 
the debtor. However, if the same issue is presented 
in my office, the goal might remain on the more 
pragmatic level - to identify ways of reducing debt 
and perhaps working out an instalment plan.  
 
For me, now, vocation, work and ministry are 
pretty much the same thing. I don't quite believe in 
"working" from Mondays to Saturdays and then 
"ministering" on Sundays. My day-to-day job is my 
ministry unto God and people and this is where my 
deepest gladness and the world's deepest hunger 
meet. To quote a social work term, there is a 
"goodness-of-ŦƛǘϦ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 
Once you've found it, be all that you can be and 
blossom as much as you can. This way, you can be a 
blessing to those around you right where God has 
placed you. 
 
To conclude, allow me to share a quote from 
Robert Murray McCheyne, "In great measure, 
according to the purity and perfections of the 
instrument will be the success. It is not great 
talents God blesses so much as great likeness to 
Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the 
hand of God." May we not only be skilled and 
competent in our respective fields, but also be like 
Christ, that all who encounter us, would have 
encountered Him. 
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BGST CHURCH HISTORY TOUR 2015 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Due to the positive response, BGST has decided to launch another Church History Tour to 
Italy, from 6 - 17 Nov 2015. 
 
BGST's Church History in Italy (In the 
Footsteps of the Fathers) aims to 
familiarise Christians in Singapore with 
the historical and spiritual legacy of our 
Christian Forefathers from the 1st to the 
16th century.  Travelling from Rome to 
Assisi, Siena, Florence, Ravenna, Venice 
and, finally, Milan, we will consider the 
legacy of the early church fathers, the developments and key figures of medieval spirituality 
(such as Francis of Assisi and Catherine of Siena) and changes in Christian Art (from early 
Christian to Baroque).  We will also reflect on some of the key historical developments in 
this period (such as the Crusades and the Renaissance) 
 
The Lecturers: The tour will be led by Dr Lai Pak Wah, Lecturer in Church History (BGST), 
who will conduct most of the lectures. Dr Tan Seng Kong (Lecturer in Systematic Theology), 
will also share from his experience as an architect and spiritual theologian, on the 
development of church architecture and early Christian spirituality. 
 
What's included in the tour: Return airfares and airport taxes (SIA), hotel accommodation, 
local transportation, Tour and Bus Tips, city taxes, entrance fees and most meals.   
 
Pricing Details:   
We hope to form a group of 15 participants by 15 Mar 2015 so that we can confirm the tour 
and air ticketing details.  To that end, we are adopting a multi-tier pricing approach.  We 
encourage those who can commit to join at the 'launch' price of S$5,400.  Once the number 
of participants grows beyond 20 people, the final price will be reduced to $5,100 or lower 
(depending on the final group size). 
 
Tour Brochure: http://bgst.edu.sg/media/files/2015/2015-Tour-Brochure.pdf 

 

For those interested, please contact Dr Lai Pak Wah at e-mail laipw@bgst.edu.sg or mobile 
number 98351809, or you can e-mail us at inquiry@bgst.edu.sg. 
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Interdisciplinary  Studies Elective CTS, Grad DipCS, MCS, MDiv Core 
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SEMINAR 
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INTENSIVE COURSE 
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